Upcoming
Services and

Events

March 3
9:30 Combined
Worship Service
Brunch
Fellowship
Following Service

March 6
7:00 pm Ash
Wednesday

Service

March 10
8:30 Communion
Worship
10:45 Blended
Worship

March 17
8:30 Communion
Worship
10:45 Blended
Worship
Coffee Fellowship

.March 24
8:30 Communion
Worship
10:45 Blended
Worship
Loose Change
Sunday

March 31
8:30 Communion
Worship
10:45 Blended
Worship

The New Wine

Special Session of General Conference wrap up
From Northern lllinois Conference

et s

ST. LOUIS T After four days of prayers, debates, and
voting, delegates at the Special Session to General
Conference, the United Methodist Church's top
lawmaking assembly, approved the Traditional Plan
that affirms church policies on homosexuality and
strengthens enforcement. The vote was 438 to 384.
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votes

438 53.28

384 46.72

The Council of Bishops' recommended One Church
Plan, which would have left questions of marriage up | gjshop Cynthia Fierro Harvey obgetves
to individual churches and clergy, and ordination up | the results from a Feb. 26th vote forithe
to conferences failed in the Legislative Committee

on Feb. 25. The vote was 53 to almost 47 percent.

More than 820 clergy and lay delegates from all over
the world met from Feb. 24-26 in St. Louis to discuss came on the last day of the 2019
and act on the report of the Commission on a Way General Conference in St. Loys
Forward, over the issue of human sexuality. Late in the afternoon on Feb. 26, the
delegates approved a motion to ask the Judicial Council, the highest court in the
denomination, to review the constitutionality of the approved legislation. The Judicial
Council will address the request at its next scheduled meeting April 23-25 in Evanston,
M.

Near the end of the day, delegates voted to adopt the minority report for one of the

petitions on disaffiliation, which then passed. When the Traditional Plan vote was an-
nounced and flashed on the screen, some in the room erupted with observers singing

ABl essed Assurance. 0 A group of del egatjes
singing. LGTBQ supporters in the bleachers went into a call and response, some

chanting, "no, no, no", in protest of the vote.

A handful of observers unhappy with the day's legislative results tried to gain entrance

to the plenary floor, but security officers blocked them and eventually moved them

through turnstiles farther away from the doors. The protesters continued to chant their
demand to be admitted. "I'm going back and forth between being heartbroken and

crying to total disbelief," said NIC Delegation Chair Elisa Gatz. "It seems so surreal.

It seems like we were there talking about something completely different. Thatwa s n{6 t
what we were called to do and that isn

NIC Clergy delegate Rev. Gregory Gross, who is an openly gay deacon, expressed
pain and grief over the General Conference's deC|S|on "Whats gomg through my mind
is that people made it very T : — -

clear they doniksvs

their church," said Gross who Jase¥

added it may be time to talk

about a new expression of

Methodism. "What happened &

this week is not the grace of
the United Methodist Church
and it's not the grace that
John Wesley taught us. We
need to find a place where we
can really live that out.”

LGBTQ supporters aIIy and i
Center in St. Louis Tuesday evening after the vote by the ener.
Conference to approve the amended Traditional plan




Aurora District Superintendent Rev. Jeffry Bross and his 81-year-old father Rev. Bill Bross, a retired United
Methodist clergy from the Wisconsin Conference, were among the 3,000 observers at this historic Special

Session. The father-son pair offered prayers to all those who may be hurting from the decisions made.

"To the LGBTQI community, know that your sacred worth is not affected by the votes of people, hear that
strongly," said Bross. " Godods IR g&fﬁWJ’r t h

ence.’'

The Rev. Billy Bross, who first preached from the pulpit at age 18,
expressed his dlsappomtment in the decisions of this General

and | always want the church to go forward," said Bross who added
he also remains hopeful. "We will always be people of God and we
will find a way to make it work. We may not make it together with all
the people webve been marching \A)?i'Slto'P\Dyctk(?Uﬁ?@toﬁ”gqe'egat??tﬁ'? y@”%
X . . observers the lunch bieak at the $pecial
other, there will be a continuation of who we are and what we stand session to offer prayers and words of assyrance,

for." Atthe end of a brief closing worship, Council of Bishops Presi- | 5|t hi n k S

. me
dent Ken net h H. C?” ter wished eVo@rsreI\)thHkécaréd’iea&&tﬁereaﬁd%t h foe
the Lord in the midst chsh0|a¢atteryouW.htahveGo@x BErwee rbceegdno t

later said that bishops will have to do a lot of outreach after this Gen-
eral Conference, especially to progressives who feel hurt by what transpired.

ifWe are going to do a | ot of outreach to progressive
after General Conference adjourned. Carter is also the leader of the Florida Conference, which has congrega-

tions across the theological spectrum. The General Conference is the highest legislative body in the church

and the only group who can decide church law and speak officially for the global denomination. "What do we

do the day after? First, we grieve. Then we go and make disciples of Jesus Christ," wrote Bishop Sally Dyck

on Facebook on Feb. 27. "Making disciples means becoming incarnate love and grace to each other and our
communities." The Bishop will release her post-General Conference statement on Friday, March 1. It will be

posted on the NIC website and sent in a special eNews.

What is the Traditional Plan?

The Traditional Plan keeps the current language around sexuality and increases accountability by streamlin-

ing the processes to enforce penalties for violations of The Book of Discipline related to marriage and ordina-

tion of LGBTQI persons. Some parts of the Traditional Plan were ruled unconstitutional, and it will take some

time to clarify which parts will become part of our church law and which parts willnot. i We conti nue t
and believe that all persons are welcomed in the church, all persons are persons of sacred worth and we

welcome all to receive the ministry of Jesus. Human sexuality is a topic on which people of faith have

di ffering views, 0 said Bishop Ken Carter, president
ifDespite our differences, we will continue to work t
mati on of the world and share Gododés | ove with all pe

Many churches across the Northern lllinois Conference displayed signs of welcome to the LGBTQ commu-
nity. Bethany of Fox Valley UMC signage was changed to read, "We are not changed at all! No matter who
you are, you are all masterpieces of God." In Rockford, several clergy stood outside near a busy intersection
with signs that read, "God loves LGBTQ people and so do we."

What is the next step for the UMC?
Since the legislation is not the official church law until January 1, 2020, the bishops are urging all United
Methodists to stay focused on the mission that glorifies God and reaches new people with the gospel.
Bishops will be holding meetings with clergy and laity in their annual con-
ferences on how details will be  handled in each area.

Post-General Conference Debriefings  will be held in three locations on
two days in the Northern lllinois Conference on March 30 and March 31.

Saturday, March 30 at 9:30 a.m . - Location: Orland Park: Faith UMC,
15101 S 80th Ave., Orland Park.

Saturday, March 30 at 2 p.m. - Location: Barrington UMC, 98 Algonquin :
Rd., Barrington. _ Rockford Area Clergy stand in solid
Sunday, March 31 at 3 p.m. - Location: Oregon UMC, 200 S. 4th St., With the LGBTQ community
Oregon.

Arity




Homosexuality and the Bible
By Dale Janssen, a Lay Leader of Lemont UMC

For many Christians, the subject of homosexuality is very difficult to disétmstheir entire lives they

have believed the Bible, and therefore God has condemned homosexTiadijybelieve that to fully accept
homosexuals is a betrayal of God and their religion. On the other hand, condemnation of gay people has als
made many other Christians uncomfortable. Those Christians say our modern understanding of a loving Goc
seems to be incompatible with those teachingst being a Biblical scholar myself, | wanted to find out what

the Bible really says about homosexuality, not what | assume it says. When | announced that | wanted to do
a Sunday School study about this topic, I'm sure that many people avoided the class because of the subject
matter. Others joined the class for the first tirhezant to thank everyone who did attend for allowing me to
explore this topic, even though some of them had opinions in opposition to mine. Everyone was allowed to
express their opinions without fear of embarrassment or ridicule. | think we all gained new perspectives,
regardless of which side of the argument we were on. We of course could not agree on one definitive answe
to the question. There are many respected theologians and Biblical scholars who can't agree. Only God kno
but | prefer to believe in a God who created and loves us all.

Depending on whergou research the statistics, there are about eleven million people in the United States the
identify as LGBTQ. Various studies have said that anywhere from four to eleven percent of the population in
the United States are LGBT@art of the problem in that variance may be the unwillingness of many to admit
their sexual orientation because of the severe consequences attached to that adfoisgierrest of this talk,

I'll probably be using the terms gay or homosexual as all inclusive, even though they really aren't. Many of
those eleven million gay people believe that God and the Church doesn't love them, so they reject the churcl
that they believe has rejected the@ay people are discriminated against in adoption, parental rights, housing,
marriage, and in many other arenas of life. LGBTQ youth are four times more likely to commit suicide.
Conservative Christian pastors have even spoken out, claiming that natural disasters are caused by God's
displeasure with homosexuality. Many heterosexual Christians see the words and actions of the Church and
no longer want to be part of organized religion because of our treatment of homosAkaalsne when

mainline Christian Churches are declining, there are so many people who need God. Why are we excluding
them?

Everyone knows the Bible says homosexuality is a sin, or dodh#fe are about 31,000 verses in the Bible.
Only six verses deal with same sex relations in any way. Many Christians believe in the inerrancy of the Bibl
That means that every word in the Bible was given to its writers by God. Every single verse and every
subsequent translation are the written Word of God. They believe the Bible to be a literal history, science
and rule book by which we should live our liveBor those Christians, that is enough evidence to say that
homosexuality is forbidden by the Bible and the discussion ends there. People who believe in the inerrancy
of the Bible then have a very hard time reconciling the many contradictions and so many examples of a lovin
God that has somehow committatany acts of revenge, destruction, and killing.

Other Christians point out those six verses are far outhumbered by the mentions of God's love and how we &
to love our fellow man.They further point out that while the many people involved in writing and compiling
the Bible had a love of God, their writing was also tempered by the culture and events of the day, as well as
their own personal viewsSince many of the people in Biblical times did not know how to read or write, much
of the Bible is composed of stories that were passed down verbally for centuries. Like a game of telephone,
the original story probably changed as it was told and retold, until it was finally written difeemn.that ,

there is also the problem of translation. There are often no equivalent words between modern and ancient
languages. Translators are then left to make their best approximation of the meaning of any given phrase or
word. There isn't even an ancient word for homosexual. Progressive Christians also point to the fact that Jes
came to earth to be the Living Worble never said a word for or against homosexuality.

The six passages that supposedly condemn homosexuality are often called the clobber passages. The book
we used is this study wamclobber by Colby Martin, an Evangelical pastdrchose this book because
Evangelicals are often the loudest voia@mdemning homosexuality. Pastor Martin believes in the inerrancy

of the Bible, but not in the inerrancy of our understanding of these particular padsalges.esearched



several other books, both pro and con on the subject, as well as watching two excellent videos and a power
point presentation from an eight week study done at the St. Charles United Methodist @eneted these
additional materials to supplement our class. If anyone is interested in learning more about what the Bible s&
on this subject, see me and | would be happy to let you borrow any of the materials.

Because of the time limitations, | won't be able cover everything that was discussed in our class, but | will tal
about a few of the highlightsThe first Clobber passage we discussed was the story of Sodom and Gomorrah.
God supposedly destroyed the two cities because of homosexuality. Actually, when you read the whole story
two strangers entered Sodom and Lot invited them to stay at his gy other man in the town came to

Lot's house and demanded he send them outside. They wanted rape the strangers. Rape is not about sex. Ii
about intimidation and domination. It would also be ludicrous to say that every man in the city except Lot was
a homosexualLot even offered his two virgin daughters to the men, but they were only interested in raping
the strangers. It just so happens that the strangers were angels that God had sent to destroy the two cities.
The angels blinded the men of Sodom so Lot and his family could escape before the cities were destroyed.
Many Biblical scholars say this story is about hospitality and the way to treat others, rather than homosexua
ity. If you read the entire story, it seems to have many exaggerations of hospitality and inhospitable behavior
| personally don't believe the details are accurate, and | don't believe that is imdakiadiesus' parables,

this is a story meant to illustrate a point in an interesting way, not to provide an accurate account of events.

Leviticus says "You shall not lie down with a man as with a womaaviticus also says that this is an
abomination. It does seem to be pretty straightforwaite confusing part comes in the translation of the

words used in the Hebrew text that leave some doubt as to the original meEmengason for this doubt is

too confusing for me to give you a competent explanation in the time | have here, just know there are many
people who question the actual meaning of the original Hebrew texts. These two verses in Leviticus are in

a section known as the Holiness Codes. We commonly think of holy as meaning religious or closer to God,
but to the Jews it meant apart from or separate from the Egyptians, the Canaanites, and all other Gentiles.
The Jews were instructed to be apart from them by living their lives differently. Leviticus gave them
restrictions on how they could eat, dress, and groom themselves It gave rules on how to treat their slaves.
It's where they learned an eye for an elg¢old them the penalty for a child who disrespects their parent is
death. Leviticus gave the Israelites rules about business ethics, tattoos, menstruation, circumcision, and eve
other aspect of Jewish life among the many cleanliness rules. Abomination is a word that to us would repres:
something that is sickening or disgustifig.a Jew, it simply means contrary to nature. It was not about
morality. It was about identity. As modern day Christians, we break many of Leviticus' cleanliness rules even
day. To the ancient Jews, we are committing an abomination.

Paul wrote in Romans about how the people kri@ed, but they had turned away from Him and had

committed many horrible acts, including men having sex with men and women committing unnatural acts.
Because of their actions, God abandoned them. What was happening at the time Paul was writing this letter
The Christian Jews had been driven out of Rome by Emperor Claudius in 49 Belonly Christians in

Rome were the Gentiles. When Claudius died five years later, the Christian Jews returned and there was a
power struggle between the Jewish and Gentile Christians. As each group of Christians read this letter, they
naturally believed that Paul was writing about the other group turning away fromA&edthey assume that

Paul is on their side, Paul wrote thia¢ywere doing the same things and were no better than the other group.
We are all saved only by God's Grace.

There is also a question as to why Paul specifically mentions these so called homosexiias detkeved

by many that he could have been referring to the exploitative acts that were common in that time such as ray
temple prostitution, and pederasty, in which a rich nobleman would take a young slave into his household fol
sexual purposes as kind of a status symbukrestingly, the Bible does not mention anything about women
having sex with women. Paul mentions women doing unnatural acts in these verses, but even that may not
refer to lesbian sex. The early Christian church did not believe that passage had to do with women having
sexual relations with women/ell into the fourth century, that particular verse was commonly believed to

refer to any sex between a man and a woman that was not vaginal intercourse. Those acts were contrary to
nature or an abomination. It should also be pointed out that in his letters, Paul tells Christians that it would
be best to remain celibate like him, but if they are tempted by lust, then they should marry rather than to be



overcome with sinPaul also said if you are already married and your spouse dies, it is best not to remarry.
Paul didn't seem to have a healthy view of sex anyway.

Many Christians say they are against homosexual marriage because they only support the Biblical
view of marriage.So, what is the Biblical view of marriage? While the Bible mentions weddings, it doesn't
mention any type of marriage ceremony in a temple or churbbre is also no mention of a ceremony being
performed by any type of priest. Marriage was a business arrangement. I'll give you three sheep and you giv
me your daughterWives were considered property. Many of the heroes of the Old Testament practiced
polygamy and had concubines. There are two creation stories in Genesis. In the first, God created man and
woman equally at the same timia. the second, God took Adam's rib to create Eve. Those who prefer that
version say that a man and a woman need to join together in marriage to achieve "oneness." What does tha
say to all the people who remain single either by choice or circumsta@tbs? Christians say that God
created man and woman for procreation. Does that mean a married couple can only have sex for the purpos
of having children? Is a healthy sex life therefore unacceptable in a Biblical marriage?

Many times during our class we heard the comment "l don't understand how a person could be attract
to someone of the same sexjust because we don't understand, doesn't mean someone else's feelings aren't
legitimate. While there is no current scientific proof of the cause of homosexuality, it should be apparent that
it is not a lifestyle choiceTo think homosexuals would subject themselves to abuse and ridicule just because
they choose to is a ridiculous idea. To deny homosexuals the opportunity to have a loving relationship and a
the rights, worth, and dignity of every other human being seems to oppose everything Jesus taught us.

Last Sunday, Pastddh's sermon was on the four plans the United Methodist Church is considering
at a special General Conference being held this week in St. L'blgd.Conference will determine our
denomination's position on this subject. By the end of the conference they will vote on one of the four plans
that Pastor Oh explained last wedkis also possible that the vote will be postponed to allow further study
and discussion. Since the plans were described last week, | won't discuss them any further, except to point
out that the Simple Plan is actually a return to the languagiedrBook of Disciplinepre 1971.From
the days of John Wesley forward, our church had not felt the need to put any written restrictions regarding
homosexuality into the discipline until 197The early Methodists evidently were more inclusive than we
are today. It is difficult to challenge long held beliefs. The purpose of my talk today was not to offend or
upset anyone, but to inform you and hopefully clear up some misconceptions that challenge us as Christians
and specifically United MethodistS hankyou!

Happy Hands Preschool is donating money from their fashion
proceeds for new flooring in the downstairs alfeabu know of or
have any connections to a flooring company, please let the tru
know. We alwayBy to be conscientious when spending money
look for the best deal available. Thank you for your help.

The Trustees
Joyful Again Ministry

Widowed? Wondering: How long it takes before things begin to look better? How to move
forward with your life? Then consider attending one of the retreat/workshops being offered f
widowed men and women.

March 9th & 10th (Including overnight) at the Mt. Assisi Center, Lemont

(708) 354211, joyfulagain7211@gmail.com, www.joyfulagain.org



Thank you to Mark Huegelmann and our Scout Troops who joine
us on February 10th. We raised $743.00 for our Scouts!
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D o n aive UP things for Lent

%ﬁo

ays

but give TO for Lent!

Each day add an item in a box or bag
and bring to church on Easter Sunday.

March 13-box of cereal
March 14-peanut butter
March 15-pasta sauce
March 16-pasta noodles
March 17-canned tuna
March 18-hamburger helper
March 19-chips

March 20-crackers

March 21-granola bars
March 22-paper towels
March 23-fruit snacks
March 24-ramen

March 25-macaroni and cheese
March 26-canned fruit
March 27-pasta sides
March 28-box potatoes
March 29-canned tomatoes
March 30-corned beef hash
March 31-dessert mixes
April 1-shampoo/conditioner

April 2-femine products
April 3-soap

April 4-body wash

April 5-toothbrushes
April 6-toothpaste

April 7-oatmeal

April 8-applesauce

April 9-pancake mix

April 10-lunchbox snacks
April 11-toilet paper

April 12-chunky soup
April 13-canned soup
April 14-garbage bags
April 15-canned dog food
April 16-canned cat food
April 17-jelly

April 18-kleenex

April 19-aluminum foil
April 20-sandwich baggies
April 21-coffee

Please help contribute to the Open
Pantry for the Lenten season.

40 Days of giving Food Items to Open Pantry~



http://www.valpofumc.org/outreach/food-pantry
http://prestonchristianchurch.org/?p=1376
https://mumhelp.org/mum-programs/food-assistance-pantry/

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
JUNE 10, 20%8une 14, 2018

Are you ready for an African adventure that engages
the whole herd? Lemont United Methodist Church
invites children on a 5 day VBS experience where kids »
discover they are created by God and are built for a ookifeis Wildifodis giod
purpose. Kids learn: when life is unfair, scary, changes,

sad, and good, God is good! VBS is filled with incredible Bible -learning
experiences kids see, hear, touch, and even taste! And our activities help

faith flow into real life.  Kids discover that when life is wild, God is good!
Church member sign up is Sunday, April 21st and Happy Hands sign up

dates are April 23rd & 24th during school hours. The cost is $30.00 per

child. Please let Jodi or Amy know if you are willing to volunteer.

Roar Vacation Bible School transforms our church into a
place buzzing with excitement!

Thank you all for your prayers and cards
during my surgery

know what | would do without my 7
church family. B
God bless, (s

Bettye Curry

March 9" 4:30-6:30 pm
Feed My Starving Children FEED MY

GleeAnn was lucky enough to secure 40 s

at Feed My Starving Children for Saturd STARWNG
March 9th 4:306:30 packing sessionPleass CH”.DREN
email GleeAnn with the names and
(if they are kids) of who will be attending.

The spots fill up fast so please let her let hdanow asap.



Upcoming Worship Services & Events

March 2nd12:30 pm Senior High Youth Group, Project C.U.R.E.

March 3rd9:30 am Combined Service, Brunch Fellowship, Worship Committee Meeting
March 6th6:00 pm Daybreak Shelter/7:00 pm Ash Wednesday Service

March 9th8:00 am United Methodist Men/Feed My starving Children 43D pm

March 10thGirl Scout Sunday

March 13th7:00 pm Trustees Meeting

March 16th12:00 pm Primetimers

March 17thCoffee Fellowship following the 10:45 am service

March 24thNOYouth Sunday School/Loose Change Sunday

March 27th7:00 pm Ad council Meeting

March 31stNOYouth Sunday School

Ash Wednesday Service

Wednesday, March 6th at 7 P.M.

- +~%Ash
The season of Lent begins with a call to repent, W 3 1 ERS
which means to Aturn aro SEllEs(

lay |,

reminding ourselves who we are called to be in the
world. Come and receive the mark of ashes on your
forehead as a sign that from dust you came and to dust you will return.

FUN OPPORTUNITY

Looking for a fun way to participate and serve our church?
Then think about joining our Activities Committee. We will
be planning activities that include everyone for the year.

a game night, a campfire and movies. If you are interested,
please contact the church office.

Come help us make our church a joy filled church.


http://www.wikidates.org/christian-holidays/ash-wednesday-2017.ht

fence of Scripture
breakthrough ou promises that
church, our denominati you will do exceedingly
‘our community with-new “.“more that we'can askor
ideas, new hope, and your imagine. Amen: :

new possibilities, O Gou_

—~g

Lemont United Methodist Church
Lemont, lllinois (3:23 PM)

A Super Collection on fnSou,|

Coinciding with the football Super Bowl on Sunday, February 3rd , our Sunday School
Children took a special collection. Thank you to all who reached into your pockets to
drop a coin or bill into the soup pots. It might not have seemed like much but we
collected a total of $91.00. Together we make a difference! All contributions have
been donated to our Open Pantry to help provide food for local families in need.

Thank you for helping us put a bowl of soup on every table!



 #ELLIESTRONG

On February 17th our
church raised $939.00 to help
Ellie and her family.
If you would like to help,
please contact the
church office.
Thank You.

Additional donations welcome. Thank you for your support!

Ellie is a 14 year old freshman at Lemont High School who loves to sing and share
her story with the world. She is also a girl who just started off her 8th year of
battling an aggressive brain tumor with her FOURTH and most devastating
surgery. The family has received much love and support from the community but
much more is needed. Ellie has endured over & years of Chemotherapy straight.
Unfortunately Ellie’s tumor grew 40% this past chemo break. Ellie had her most
recent brain surgery on January 22 to remove as much tumor as possible. Ellie has
a long road of recovery in front of her, as she learns to eat, drink, walk, and regain
function so any support is much appreciated!



LUMC Women6s E Open Pantry

No meetings January to April Starting in March we began
May 13, 2019 0Th. collecting food donatlon_sb ‘
by Candice Millard from our own church family

for the Open Pantry. We will
continuously do this the

1stSunday of every month.
Thank You!

RED BIRD MISSION YARD SALE/TREASURE HUNT

This summeTHE RED BIRD MISSION COMMITTEE  will be sponsoring a
Yard Sale/Treasure Hunt at the Lemont United Methodist Church to raise money for tf
2020 mission trip.
We are asking for slightly used items for the sale.

All items will be welcome except for clothing.

Dates of the Yard Sale/Treasure Hunt to be announced.




