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April 27, 2019
Dear Friends and Members of the Northern Hlinois Annual Conference:

As most of vou may know, vesterday the Judicial Council, the nine-member top court of The United
Methodist Church, released their rulings from February™s Special General Conference related to the
Traditional Plan and disaffiliation legislation. You can find the complete ruling for the Traditional Plan
here and the ruling for the disaffiliation plan found here.

The Judicial Council did not find the Traditional Plan (made up of 17 petitions) 1o be “one bundle™ of
petitions and 50 ruled on the constitutionality of each individual one. Seven petitions continued to be
unconstitutional, seven stand as approved and one was edited.

The Judicial Council ruled constitutional. ..

* anexpanded definition of “self~avowed, practicing homosexual” to include anyone in a same-sex
marriage of who publicly states that he or she is a practicing homosexual,”

*  that District and Conference Boards of Ordained Ministry cannot recommend LGBTO) persons for
ministry and that the bishop cannot commuission or ordained them,

*  that bishops cannot consecrate duly elected persons to the episcopacy if they are “self-avowed,
practicing homosexual,”

*  mandatory penalties (one year suspension for the first offense and termination for the second
offense) for clergy who are convicted by a jury of peers for performing a same-sex marriage,

*  the complaint process to include a “statement of harms™ and “every effort to be made™ to include
the complainant in the resolution, and

*  the church’s ability to appeal the verdict of a trial court to the committee on appeals and then the
Judicial Council in cases of “egregious errors of Church law or administration.”

The Judicial Council ruled uneonstitutional

*  that the annual conference certify that the bishop had only nominated persons to the Board of
Ordained Ministry who would “uphold, enforce, and maintain the Discipdine in its entirety,” and

* that the Board of Ordained Ministry is required to conduct a thorough examination specifically w
determine whether someone is LGBTO), including through the use of social media.

The disaffiliation petition was ruled constitutional with the reminder that the reguirements include the
annual conference vote, which is stated elsewhere in the Book of Discipline.

The disaffiliation petition. . .

* focuses on “the current deep conflict within The United Methodist Church around 1ssues of human
sexuality,”



* and provides “a local church.. limited right, under the provisions of this paragraph, to disaffiliate™
with the church property. The petition delineates the requirements to disaffiliate, including a 2/3rds
vole of professing members present and voting at a charge conference, 24 months of apportionment
payments, “other habilities™ (which may include past health and property insurance and unpaid
pension payments, and timelines for decision making. )

You can find other descriptions and interpretations through United Methodist News Service found here as
well as a thorough synopsis from the Greater New Jersey Conference found here. But I encourage you to
read the actual rulings.

Most importantly, [ want to say again (as [ did after the Special Session of the General Conference
concluded) that | am deeply disappointed that The United Methodist Church has become less inclusive of
all people. The harsh penalization and limitations set within the Traditional Plan give little space for those
of us who have deeply held convictions based on scripture, tradition, reason, and experience that includes
all God’s people.

I fully recognize that many in our annual conference are relieved that traditional marriage has been
affirmed and that there are restrictions on who can be in mimstry. And while we may disagree, I am sull i
ministry with you! Our agreement on human sexuality 15 not the basis of our faith, mimstry, or mission; the
basis of our farth, mimistry, and mission 15 in Jesus Chnst.

This 15 a challenging time for us as a denomination and as an annual conference. When the legislation for
our annual conference comes out later this coming week, vou will see a handful of petitions that we will be
discussing in June that will give direction to our future. There are some in our conference who are working
on determining “what’s next” for the Methodist'Weslevan tradition on both sides of the Traditional Plan.
We will have robust conversations about where we are as a denomination and an annual conference at both
the clergy session on May 21 and the annual conference sessions June 2-4.

I agree with those who say it has become clear we need to find a different way to be together so that we no
longer harm each other. Therefore, 1 urge that we do not do anything that will jeopardize the mimstry of
others as we move toward a more gracious place and future with one another. The verse that comes to mind
for me 15: “Beloved, we are God’s children now; 1t does not yet appear what we shall be.. " (1 John 3:2).

Let us pray for one another and for our church at this eritical time in our history, drawing upon our long
tradition and deepest resources of faith.

In munistry together,

Rl

Sally Dyek



Lemont United Methodist Church invites children to ROAR!, an African adventure
that engages the whole herd. At ROAR! VBS, kids explore teelmégundation of
Jesusd | ove. Kids discover they are c
when life is unfair, scary, changes, sad, and good, God is good!

ROAR! is filled with incredible Bidgarning experiences kids see, hear, touch, and
even taste! Sciereyn Gizmos, team building games, cool Bible songs, and tasty treats
are just a few of the standout activit
kids discover how to see evidence of God in everyesgnigthing we call God Sight-
ings. Get ready to hahatphrase a lot! Each day concludes with a ROAR! Gdasing
celebration that gets everyone invol ve
and friends are encouraged to join us daily for this special time at 11:20 A.M.

We will also continue our mission project for Lemont Food Pantry. Please donate
personal care items (such as body wash, shampoo, toothpaste for adults and children]
cleaning supplies, and paper products. They will be accepted every day. Please be
generous to others.

ROAR! begins Monday, June 10 and continues through June 14, 20109.
The starting time every day is 8:30 A.M. We will end at 11:30 A.M.

The cost is $30.00 per child. Cash or check payable to LUMC is accepted.
Children must be at least 3 years old andtpaitted. Children through §rade are
invited to attend. Adults or high school students are needed to lead sessions.

Whether you are able to help one day or five, your help will be greatly appreciated.
If you have any questions, please call: Amy Cheehy (68321 @57



The 36th Performance is Over!

What a night! The weather seemed to part of the script! There was
snowduring the day and then rain too. During the performance there was
gloomand apprehension as the stories were told by the disciples.

The makeup on the disciples was perfect and there were three new
wigswhich made those disciples very happy. There were so many churct
membersnvolved in preparing and producing the event! | would like to
thank albf you for making this production what it has come to be,

an annuathurch event.

One last observationn seeing the audience as they filed out,
| think that their experience enhanced their Lenten journey.

Arlene Knott, Director

April 14, 2019 Lemont United Methodist Church

Thank you to everyone involved in making
The Last Supper Production a success!



Peter (Tim Peraino) Andrew (Don Fisher)

John (Curtis Stelter) Philip (Roland Tasker) Nathaniel (Marty Knott)

Tomas (Erik Anderson) Matthew (Don Mueggenborg) James (Mark Olinger)

Thaddeus (Don Farrer) Simon (Jim Ludwig) Judas Iscariot (Ron Walter)

Jesus (Jason Stood) Director (Arlene Knott) Associate Director (Carol Walter)




The Lemont United Methodist Church

Yard Sale/Treasure Hunt
Red Bird Mission Fund Raiser
Saturday, June 2214 2019 at 2:00 am - 3:00 pm

Lemont United Methodist Church Parking Lot

25 West Custer
Lemont, IL 60439

Come See What Treasures You May Find!
Wide Variety of ltems to Choose From, Includingbut Not Limited To:

Household Goods

Tools

Sporting Equipment
Electronics

Toys (In Good Condition)
Furniture

Books

Gardening Equipment
Miscellaneous

*No Clothing Donations Please

Do you have something to donate? Drop off time is Friday, June 215t from 5:00 pm - 8:00 pm &
Saturday morning 6/22 from 7:00 am - 8:30 am at LUMC. If you have items you'd like picked up or
you would like to volunteer for the sale please contact Steve Walter at 630-853-9514 or email at

swalter@pbaclaims.com




Upcoming Worship Services & Events

May 1stDaybreak Shelter 6:00 PM/Ad Council Meeting 7:00 PM
May 5th-Happy Hands Sunday

May 11thUnited Methodist Men 8:00 AM

May 12tha 2 1 KSNXQa 51 &

May 14th-Outreach Meeting 6:00 PM

May 15thTrustees Meeting 7:00 PM

May 18tht NA YSUAYSNXQ& mMHYnn t a

May 19th Coffee Fellowship/Last Day of Youth Sunday School

May 26thLoose Change Sunday, NIC Outdoor Retreat & Ministries
May 29thAd Council Meeting 7:00 PM

New Tax Letter Available in the Office

The current tax letter has expired. Please do not continue to use it for
purchases. All old copies should be discarded. Committee Chairs and Heac
of Ministry may come to the office to fill out Authorization Form and be
given a copy of the new tax letter. No one shous$# the letter without
authorization from the office and at no time should the letter be used for
personal purchases. Thank You, From the Office

FUN OPPORTUNITY

Looking for a fun way to participate and serve our church?
Then think about joining our Activities Committee. We will be planning ac-
tivities that include everyone for the year.

Some suggestions have been a talent show, a ladies luncheon,
a game night, a campfire and movies. If you are interested,
please contact the church office.

Come help us make our church a joy filled church.
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"“ “‘*Jw"\"':\. Happy Hands 0 a Faith -Based Preschool

HAPPY HANDS Happy Hands Methodist Preschool was founded as a ministry of

METHODIS T the Lemont United Methodist Church to fulfill the scripture from

PRESCHOOL Proverbs 22: 6, AfTeach a child F
remember it HappylHankls welcomesfcreldrem of all
faiths. Al t hough we dondét have specific |

Christian values and introduce them to Jesus as a part of their everyday lives. Each
month, we highlight a different Christian Value, like kindness, sharing, thankfulness,
and forgiveness. The students pray every day before snack and often pray for sick
friends too. We make sure to stress the true meaning behind Christian holidays,
talking about Jesus at Christmas and Easter and often having stories, special crafts,
and treats with a religious theme. We host a Trike-A-Thon f or St . Jude
teach the children that helping others can be
fun. Even the visits to Santa include an
outreach aspect as the students bring in food

faith are part of who we are at Happy Hands. =
The teachers try to model Christian behavior |
and ensure that the children feel loved, just

like Jesus would have done when he|
decl ared, oLet the <c

Thank you to all the children who participated in out annual East
Egg Hunt. Praise God for such a beautiful Easter morning!

WalQ



https://www.lemonthappyhands.com/

Help Needed: Post Office Food Drive

The Post Office Food Drive is Saturday, May 11th and we could really use wonderful
volunteers in the following areas...

1) Anyone with a large SUV/truck or anyone who can help with loading donations to bring
them back to church. We will meet at church at 3:45pm and then head to the post office
on 127th street from church.

2) Volunteers to help sort donations at church from 4:15pm until 6:15pm (or whenever
we're done, depending on donations received). This is a great volunteer opportunity for
all ages! Volunteers will just need to be able to read expiration dates.

The Open Pantry would truly appreciate your willingness to help support over 70+ local
families! If you can volunteer for any portion of the day please RSVP to Carolyn Stelter
( lemontumc.openpantry@gmail.com or call or text 630-696-6255). Please provide her
with your email or cell phone number, in case times for the day change. Also, please let
her know if you have any questions.

Thank you for your support! Please share this volunteer opportunity with your friends,
family, and other connections as well :)

Thank You,

Carolyn
Cell Phone #: 630 -696 -6255

Thank you to everyone w
was a part of the Lenten
Candle Readings.

It is always wonderful to sqis
new faces contributing to O
Sunday services!


mailto:lemontumc.openpantry@gmail.com

LENTEN BIBLE STUDY AT THE PARSONAGE

Lenten Bible Study has been good,
learning about Simon Peter.
7 participants have attended and

enjoyed dinner fellowship.

The patrticipants will share what they
have learned during Sunday service
on May 19, 20109.

Thank you for this opportunity to

learn and grow together!

Easter Sunday in Lemont




THANK YOU FROM THE OPEN PANTRY

The Lenten food collection wasGREAT
success. We will plan to do it again next
year. We guess that we collected at least
4 300 pounds!Thank you to everyone who do-
o nated food to helpfeed our
community.

Pastor Oh and Friends at Lemont United Methodist Church,

CKFY] @2dz F2NJ 82dzNJ LIN} 8SNAE FyR OF NF TGS

Love,
Debbie, Mike, Matt and Wendy Chappell

PRAISE GOD FOR NEW LIVES

Leila Ann Marie and Ava Seiver cam
church for the first time with mom,
and their grandparents on Easter
Sunday. Pastor was able to hold t
and share these beautiful bundles o
with our congregation!

Thank you to the Altar
Committee for decorating the
Altar for Easter! It looked
absolutely beautiful! What a

gift to our church!



Low Denomination Scrip Cards

Low denomination cards available until May 24th Only, then they go
away again until December. Take advantage of this opportunity and
place your order early.

| have ordered Extra $5 and $10 of the following: Walmart, Panera,
Meijer, Home Depot, Amazon, Applebee's, Coldstone Creamery,
Starbucks, Target and Taco Bell.

See Amy to purchase these cards.

Thank You to Mary Englund

Mary (Carolyn Stelterds mom) ws:
Open Pantry. She came by just to drop something off and we were
busy that she stayed and helped me (Amy) all morning!
God showed me AGAIN he provides what | need!

Thank you Mary!

Dear Church Family,

Thank you to everyone who helped me through my surgery with prayers, cards,
meals, flowers, gifts, phone calls, text messages, and emails. Thank you to
Joanne, Bettye, Kay, and Pastor for running the office. Thank you to Pastor for
being with me before and after surgery. It meant so much to see her when |
woke up. You are all extraordinary people and | am blessed to be a part of such
a wonderful church.

Also, thank you for the birthday and assistant day cards and gifts.
I dondét know what | would do wi@2zh/out al

@
Love,
Amy



LUMC Women6s E Open Pantry

Starting in March we began
collecting food donationd ©

from our own church family

for the Open Pantry. We will
continuously do this the

1stSunday of every month.
Thank You!

May 13, 2019 oTI
by Candice Millard

Finance Committee

General Fund beginning balance: $22,375.43

Receipts: 11,312.60

Disbursements: 13,954.04

General Fund ending balance: $ 19,733.99




Loose Change Sunday & Rainbow Covenant

Bi shop Sally Dyck is pleased to announce th
Northern lllinois Conference Outdoor & Retreat Ministries, which operates two camps and
retreat centers in Dixon, lllinois and Williams Bay, Wisconsin. The money raised will help
support two urban summer week-long programs and provide opportunities to children and
youth who otherwise may not financially be able to attend camp.

The goals include:
*Growing Chicago Southern Camp into Chicago Metro Camp (Chicago Southern and
Chicago Northwestern Districts) serving 100 youth per week.
*Launching a new Rockford District Camp.
*Developing two weekend "winter camps" for each of the above Summer Camp
Districts that reinforce the summer time "mountain-top" experience with a mid-year
rejuvenation.

N 2\
Reuvisiting and expanding earlier efforts with ( ﬂ
weekend Restorative Justice and Social "-‘& j
Justice Retreats. N2 ,
\./ BISHOP'S APPEAL

&
¥ ==

UMC Mission Challenge

This year 60s mission challenge a
collect bulk items for Dignity Kits for the Midwest Mission
Distribution Center, our United Methodist disaster relief supply
center just south of Springfield, IIl.

All donations have been assigned

by district. The Aurora district has

been chosen to purchase 2.5 oz/or

larger toothpaste and adult

toothbrushes.

Our goal for the Aurora District Is
2,000 of each item. All items must
be new and can be bought at Dollar
Tree.



