
December  2019 The   New   Wine 

 

Upcoming     

Services and 

Events  
 

December 1st  

9:30 Combined 

Service  

Scholarship    

Sunday  
 

December 8th  

8:30 Traditional 

Service  

10:45 Blended 

Worship  

Jr. Choir Christ-

mas Program  
 

December 15th  

  8:30 Traditional 

Service  

9:30 Sunday 

School Pancake 

Breakfast  

10:45 Blended 

Worship  

Coffee Fellowship  
 

December 22nd  

8:30 Traditional 

Service  

10:45 Blended 

Worship  

Loose Change 

Sunday  
 

December 24th  

4:00 Family      

Service  

8:00 Candlelight 

Service  
 

December 29th  

8:30 Traditional 

Service  

10:45 Blended 

Worship  

 

Dear Members of Lemont United Methodist Church 
 
No one knows when Jesus was born.  December 25th was chosen not because 
someone had a copy of Jesusô birth certificate, but because, as the early church 
pondered when to celebrate Jesusô birth, the winter solstice seemed the perfect 
time.  I believe they chose this date because on this night the heavens them-
selves seemed to tell the Christmas story.  Under the old Julian calendar, the 
winter solstice was set as December 25th. The Gregorian calendar we now use 
has the winter solstice occurring in the Northern Hemisphere on December 
21/22, but this calendar was not adopted until the 1500s. At the winter solstice, 
the world seems to change.  Up to that day, the nights have been growing  
longer and the days shorter. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 
did not overcome it.ò  When better to celebrate the one who himself was light, 
who defeated the darkness, than on the winter solstice! 
 

In the Bible, light is a metaphor for several things and is always understood 
over and against darkness.  Sometimes, darkness is synonymous with spiritual 
blindness or a failure to understand what it means to be human.  Sometimes, 
darkness refers to evil. Jesus came to dispel the darkness and the light for us 
and for the world. Yet, we cannot appreciate the light until we recognize the 
darkness.  This year, we have seen darkness in the act of violence in schools 
and a community square. We have seen it in Hurricane Dorian that swept away 
Bahamas and the wildfire in the West that destroyed the well established    
communities and killed people.  We have seen it in the poverty, violence, 
drought, corruption, suffering of immigrants and refugees, and human trafficking 
in many places and countries. We have seen the darkness when some of our 
church members received frightening cancer diagnosis. Some of us have 
walked through the valley of darkness when our loved ones died.  Some of us 
have experienced it when losing our ways.   
 

The Good news is Jesus is the light that can guide us and help us see the way 
by the things he taught and by what he showed us in the example of his life.  
We, at times, love the darkness rather then light.  But the darkness could not 
overcome Christôs light.  Jesus will be at our side, granting us courage in the 
face of lifeôs adversities and remaining with us even through death, drawing us 
into new life.  When we walk in the light of Christ, when we listen to, hear, and 
accept Godôs Word, and believe in Jesus, we have light, life, and hope. God 
came to us in Jesus Christ to dispel the darkness with his light.  Jesus came to 
show us that God is, that God loves, and that hate, evil, illnesses, and even 
death will not ultimately prevail.  The birth, life, ministry, crucifixion, death, and 
resurrection of Jesus are the evidence that the darkness did not overcome the 
light. Jesus said, ñI am the light of the world!ò  He also said, ñYou are the light of 
the world.  ñLet your light shine before others, so that they may see your good 
works and give glory to your Father in heavenò  (Matthew 5:14-16).   
 

Christmas is Godôs gift to us, a gift of light and life, hope and grace.  The gift is 
a reflection of Godôs concern for the world, and Godôs desire to heal it and drive 
away its darkness.  God wants to do it in and through us.  We must bear 
Christôs light into the world by our love, expressed through works of mercy and 
justice.   



 

JOHN NELSON SCOUT MEMORIAL  
 

 

 

Thank you to everyone who attended the Scout                     

Memorial for John Nelson on November 24th.   

It was a wonderful celebration for us all to                      

remember what John contributed to the Scouts, 

LUMC, and the community.   
 

 

 

This year, you have been pushing back the darkness out locally, regionally, and globally through your 
generous donations to Bishopôs Appeal to Youth Ministry and Farmers, Ellie Cuiching, Emma and 
Jacobôs college fund, the people in Bahamas, the global missionaries, Open Pantry, Day Break Shelter, 
Care Bearer Ministry, scrip card fundraiser, Happy Hands, giving tree tags, college students, Praise 
Band, Good Samaritan Fund, Pastorôs Discretionary Fund, memorial fund, endowment fund, Rainbow 
Covenant Bands, full apportionment, general fund, maintenance fund, and capital fund.  To name many 
more. You have been bearing the light, walking in the light, and taking the light into our community, and 
the world. Thank you so much for all your have done!!! 
 

God invites all of us to continue to dispel the darkness of this world through our  ministries and missions 
until Christ comes in final victory and we feast at heavenly banquet.  In the meantime, everyday we have 
to decide whether we are going to walk in the darkness or walk in the light pushing back the darkness in 
our life and others. Dear brothers and sisters, let us choose to shine Christôs light by our good works, to 
push back the darkness of both evil and hopelessness through our work of generosity, mercy, love, and 
justice.  May Godôs gift of light shine within you and others. 
 
 
With Christô bright shining Light, 
Pastor Hyo Sun Oh 



 

Scrip Checks 

If  you purchase Scrip cards please put your check in the red 

box located at the back of  the sanctuary. 

Thank You 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES 
 

December 24th   
 

4:00 p.m. Family Service 
8:00 p.m. Candlelight Service 

 
Please join us in celebrating the Lordõs birth. 

Combined Service 

December 1st is our 9:30 a.m. combined service.  It is a special service where we will be 

distributing the college scholarship funds to our students.  Please join us to celebrate 

them.   

 

After the service, we will be serving pizza and cake in the back of the sanctuary instead of 

going downstairs for a potluck.  In order for us to have a proper count for the pizza      

order, we need you to sign up on the sheet at the back of the sanctuary.  For those who 

would like to, we are collecting a donation of $5 toward the purchase of the pizza.  There 

is a Red box with a Gold bow on the round table at the back of the sanctuary next to the 

sign up sheet.  Please sign up on the sheet, and if you can, drop some money in the red 

box.  We will  collect it to use toward the purchase.  There are only two Sundays left so 

please don't forget to sign up. 

 

Thanks again and we hope to see you all there to support our college       

students before they  hurry back to campus for finals week! 

 

Worship Committee 

 



 



 



 



                    Congratulations to Linda Kennedy 
 

On Wednesday November 29th Linda Kennedy was honored as ñLemontôs 

Bestò private school educator. Congratulations Linda!  We are so proud to 

have you as a Happy Hands teacher and a member of Lemont  

United Methodist Church! 

 

Thanks be to God for my Lemont Methodist Church family. I am so thankful 

for all your prayers and concerns.. I know your support has helped so much in 

my surgery and healing. Thanks also for all the rides, food, 

cards, calls, and all youõve done for me. I am so grateful for 

all of  you. To God be the glory! 

 

In His Care and Love, 

Bev 

 

Thank you for your pledge cards for 2020! 
 
 

We will keep you updated in Januaryõs newsletter with the results of 

the 2020 pledges. 
 

 



 
  AURORA DISTRICT 

 
 

ADVENT COMMUNION SERVICE AND BREAKFAST 
 

Saturday, December 7th 8:30 AM to 11:00 AM 
 

UMC of New Lenox 
339 Haven Ave. 

New Lenox, IL 60451 
Hosted by the Men of New Lenox 

 

Come celebrate a Worship and Communion Service with our brothers 
from across the District and bring your pastor. 

 

Breakfast will be served at 8:30 followed by a presentation on pro-
jects units can do to serve their communities.  A short District UM-
Men meeting will follow and conclude with a Worship Service lead by 

Rev. Matthew Krings, Associate Pastor at UMC of New Lenox. 
 

 

Please RSVP to Bob Bruozas at (708) 429-9151 or e-mail rjb9151@sbcglobal.net or UMC of New 
Lenox church office at (815) 485-8271 or e-mail office@umcnl.com by 12/5/19 to let them know how 
many men from your church will be there for breakfast. 
  
Directions and Website: http:// umcnl.com/ 

HOLIDAY SCRIP CARDS 
 

Marge now has $5 Starbucks and Panera cards available. In         
addition we have extra $10 Jewel cards. Get yours while they last. 
1 or 2 more orders will go into Scrip in time for Christmas, the 

date is TBD so be ready!  
 

An updated list was put on the back table for your convenience. 
 

Thank You~ 

 
 

mailto:rjb9151@sbcglobal.net


Lemont Township òGiving Treeó Program 
 

If  you are able, please take a tag from the foyer. Suggested gift selections are 

listed on the tag or choose an age appropriate gift. Gift cards for teens are 

great! Suggested gift amount is $25-$30 per tag. Please have the present 

wrapped and return to the Lemont Township Office no later than           

December 12th.  All children participating are from 

families utilizing the Lemont Open Pantries.  

 

  Thank you so much for your  

kindness and generosity. 

HAPPY HANDS  

Happy Hands celebrated Grandparents Day on  

November 25th and 26th.   

Thank you to all who helped make it a success!  



Loose Change Sunday & Rainbow Covenant    

December 2019 Rainbow Covenant  

In addition to our annual apportionment, LUMC makes monetary donations through the   

Rainbow Covenant in order to support specific causes. All loose change collected on the 

fourth Sunday of each month goes to support the Rainbow Covenant.  Each month we     

highlight a charity from one of the bands of the Rainbow Covenant.  For December, we are 

reviewing the Rainbow Covenant bands from this year. 

Februaryð Blue Band:  Empowering North Korean refugees 

Marchð Yellow Band:  Tree of Life Ministry, Pierre South Dakota 

Aprilð Purple Band:  missionary, Betty Tshala in Zambia 

MayñBishopõs Appeal 

Juneð Green Band:  North  Central College Albright-Wesley Society 

Augustð Blue Band:  Morning Star Mission 

Septemberð Yellow Band:  Caretakers of God's Creation 

Octoberð Orange Band:  UMCOR--Undesignated 

Novemberð Red Band:  Grace Childrenõs Hospital and Pediatric Clinic  

December ð recap of all charities 

 

Your gifts help all of these different charities. So please bring in plenty of change on December 

22nd (Loose Change Sunday) to contribute to the Rainbow Covenant. If you would like to 

make a larger offering to any specific charity, write the name of the charity on a pew envelope. 

Thank you for your support throughout the year for these special ministries in the Rainbow 

Covenant. 

Native American Message 
 

Lorraine Gerhart, daughter of Pastor Coats from the 1920õs, will be      

speaking on December 10th at 3:00 p.m. in our sanctuary.  The title of  

her message is òOur Lost Heritage.ó  

 

Please contact Richard Lee if  need transportation. 



 ¦ǇŎƻƳƛƴƎ ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ϧ 9ǾŜƴǘǎ     

5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ мǎǘ-/ƻƳōƛƴŜŘ фΥол ŀΦƳΦ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜκ{ŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇ {ǳƴŘŀȅ 

5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ пǘƘ-5ŀȅōǊŜŀƪ {ƘŜƭǘŜǊ сΥлл ǇΦƳΦ 

5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ уǘƘ-WǳƴƛƻǊ /ƘƻƛǊ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ 

5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ мпǘƘ-¦ƴƛǘŜŘ aŜǘƘƻŘƛǎǘ aŜƴ уΥлл ŀΦƳΦ 

5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ мрǘƘ-{ǳƴŘŀȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ tŀƴŎŀƪŜ .ǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘκ/ƻũŜŜ CŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ 

5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нмǎǘ-tǊƛƳŜǝƳŜǊǎ мнΥлл ǇΦƳΦ 

5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ ннƴŘ-[ƻƻǎŜ /ƘŀƴƎŜ {ǳƴŘŀȅκbƻ ̧ƻǳǘƘ {ǳƴŘŀȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ 

5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нпǘƘ-CŀƳƛƭȅ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ пΥлл ǇΦƳΦκ/ŀƴŘƭŜƭƛƎƘǘ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ уΥлл ǇΦƳΦ 

5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нрǘƘ-aŜǊǊȅ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎΗ 

5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нфǘƘ-bh ̧ƻǳǘƘ {ǳƴŘŀȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ 

 

 

Poinsettia Orders 
Let us fill our Sanctuary with flowers this 
Christmas in celebration of  our Lord and 

of  all that he has given us.  Remember that     
special person or occasion in your life by     
ordering a Christmas poinsettia.  A list of  

those remembered or honored will be listed 
in the Christmas bulletin, and the          

poinsettias may be taken home following 
the 10:45 a.m.  January 5th service. Orders 
are due on December 8th.  Please put your 
order form and money, $15.00 each, made 
out to LUMC in the large envelope on the 

back table. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

SHYG 
The Senior High Youth Group made 50 cookie kits on November 24th for 

the open pantry. Thank you David, Sydney, Molly, Audrey and Mihash! 
Next meeting will be in January 2020. 

 

 
 
 

Thank you Bob for your 40 years of Service!!! 

Thank you, Praise Band, for your music ministry! 


