Upcoming
Services and

Events

January 5th
8:30 Traditional
Service
10:45 Blended
Worship
Membership
Reception

January 12
8:30 Traditional
Service
9:30 Sunday
School
10:45 Blended
Worship
Mark Huegel-
mann Preaching

January 19
8:30 Traditional
Service
9:30 Sunday
School/Breakfast
Club
10:45 Blended
Worship
Coffee Fellowship

January 26
8:30 Traditional
Service
9:30 Sunday
School
10:45 Blended
Worship
Loose Change
Sunday

Dear Members of Lemont UMC,

Happy New Year! With all my heart | wish you rich blessings and all the best for the New Year
As the New Year is opening with untold poscs
directions in new ways in our daily lives and in the life of Lemont United MetadisbCuasirch.
were introduced to Epiphany through the familiar silhouetted image of Three Wise Men bearin
they followed the Great Star by mgitme cultures, Epiphany is knowrDag/tbethe Kings.

It is also known as Twelfth Day or Twelfth Night, reflecting an old custom of giving a gift for ea
the days from December 25 to January 6 for the 12 days off@eramass special meaning for

a number of reasons. Several branches of Christianity celebrate the birth of the Christ Child o
6 or January 7.

The wordpiphany means appearance or manifestation. Popular usage likens epiphany to wortc
as eureka or ahdse of this word by some English speakers conjures images of having a light t
turned on, or of being able to see something that was once hiddevidnymwetisions of the Bible
refer to the Magi as the Wise Weroften forget that these Magi or Wise Men-d@#es.non

Older sources suggest that they were priestly descendants of one of the tribes of the Medes k
for their knowledge of the stars, astronomy, and their ability to interpret dreams.

What we can learn from the Wise Men is first, the Wise Men began their journey because of tf
It was a common belief that when a world leader like a king was born that a special stellar phe
would appear in the sky. The Magi saw something that convinced them that they had seen the
awaited sign. Historians tell us that the Jews, the Romans, and the Persians were all watching
about that time, looking for signs of the birth of an extraordinary king. The Wise Men saw the ¢
began their journgdys we start our journey in 2020, I
follow. As we do so, may God give us all inspiration for this new year's journey.

Second, the Wise Men were willing to follow what they had seen into unknown territory. Their
took them outside their country and their comfort zone. The Wise Men risked the consequence
disobeying Herod, who was known to behave as a madman and slaughtered baby boys undet
Wi se men |istened to Godds voice and retur
is often an affad excursion. We do not know what lays ahead of us this year, 2020. As long a:
are willing to follow, God leads our way and provides our need for the moment.

Third, the Wise Men were committed to thejainereyer the star might lead. The Wise Men set
out to find a newborn King by following a star and ended up in finding a baby born to young, re
poor parentdot exactly what they expected and not exactly what befit their dignity as priests. |
new year, may we look to heaven for guidance and comfort and may we accept God's blessin
whatever forms we find them, just as the Wise Men accepted that their long, expensive journe
them to a baby born to young, inexperienced parents who lived on the poor side of town.

Finally, the Wise Men broughtTiiey. did the thing that people in the East or in Africa or in India
would do when visiting royalty. They brougbblgifigas the kind of gift that you brought to a king.

Frankincense was the kind of gift that you would bring Myarpneas. given to someone who

was about to die. On this Epiphany, think of the gift that you will offer to God in this year. The ¢
The gift of your talents and moRey gift of your service in the community? The gift of your witne
and testimony? The gift of undying love and devotion?

Their greatest gift comes to us in the form of a realization. The Wise Men were the first Gentile
recognize that Jesus belongs to eve@motnews is for everyone, not just a select few. In this
Epi phany, we celebrate this good news that
to shine as a light in the darkittas.of wonder, Star of light, Star with royal beauty bright,
Westward | eading, Still pAmenceeding, Guide

Happy New Year!
Pastor Hyo Sun Oh


http://www.armenianchurch-ed.net/feasts/feastschristmas/about/
http://www.armenianchurch-ed.net/feasts/feastschristmas/about/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/subdivisions/easternorthodox_1.shtml#h6
http://bibleencyclope
http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/dictionaries/dict_meaning.php?source=3&wid=S9312
http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/dictionaries/dict_meaning.php?source=3&wid=S9312
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Grace United Methodist Church of Maperville, 300 E. Gartner Rd., Napenville, IL 60540
A Day of Learning, Workshops, and Conversation for Pastors and Lay Leaders

Working Against Racism

A realization that we have been making as
a denomination is that it is not enough to
simply not be rocist. Insiead, we must begin
to work toword the goal of anfi-racism. To
do this we need fo work fo dismantle
gystemic racism and build anfirocist
mulficultural diversity. In this workshop, we
will be exomining the systems thot lead fo
rocism and looking at ways to engage in
being antiracist. One of the ways that we
will engoge in this is throwgh Community
Study Circles. Rev. Matthew Krings and Rev.
Harrietie Cross will use the siudy circle
model fo give parficipants a chance to share
their experiences, fo goin ewareness of the
experience of others, ond to come fo mutual
sol wtions.

Using Adaptive Leadership to
Revitalize Your Church

People are not attending churdh or
parficipofing ihe way they wsed to and the
thurch no longer has a privileged ploce in
our cubture - and yet we hove greater
opportunities than ever to reach new
people. But we con't keep doing what
we've alwoys done and expexting different
results. We need fo procice adapfive forms
of leadership to chart a course into
untamiliar territory. Join Rev. Cynthia
Anderson, Rev. Mary Zojoc, and Leah
Ostwald to learn about the basic priniples
of adaptive leadership and to begin working
with how odapfive leodership might help
your church.

Register by January 15 at

www.umenic.org/calendar/ aurora-distric-training-event

Cost: $15 indudes lunch ($20 at the door)

Childcore and Children's Progrom available for addifional $10
Finmnial stho lorshios are availoble if needed. Contoc Motorsho Gondner of B47-931-0710 ext. 11 For dedails.

Blursed Church: Young Adulis
and Institutional Religion

The numbers are clear - young adult
parficipation in church is on the decline. In an
oge where religious insfitutions are shrinking,
con we sfill engoge young adulis? Whot are
they looking for in their spiritwal life? Whese
are our liabilifies that drive young people
away? What does the United Methodist have
to offer that is unique ond potent? Explore
these ideas with Rev. Eric Doolittle and o
panel of young odults who have different
kinds of relafionships with the church. Explore
demographic trends, real life experiences,
and possible shifts in attitudes that might
lead vs fo mew ways of being the Church
without being trapped by our own strucures
and instifufions.

Northern llinois Conference
. The United Metbedisi Clarch

Murora Distriat, Rav. Jeffry Bross, Dishrict Separimtendent




2020 Laity Convocation Northern lilinois Gonference

Saturday, February 8, 2020

9 am to 12:30 pm (doors open at 7:45 am)
nAc I s M Sgcamore United Methodist Church

1

0 Johnson Ave, Sycamore, IL 60178
Learn, discuss, and understand

the impact of racism,
the concept of unconscious bias,
how race shapes one’s place and
understanding of society,
and the idea of privilege.

AGENDA: | PANELISTS:
e Opening Worship Rev. Dr. Chris Pierson, Senior Pastor

e Bible Study with Bishop Sally Dyck Whealon: Gary UMC
Judy Siaba, Lay Servant

' ¢ Panel Discussion
| e Closing Worship with Communion Oak Park: Euclid Avenue UMC

Dr. Richard Guzman, Professor Emertius

COST: $10/person or $40/church

North Central College, Naperville
DEADLINES: Register by 12 noon Feb. 5 at Bolingbrook: Friendship UMC
www.umcnic.org/calendar/laity-convocation.
Register by 12 midnight Jan. 30 to purchase Rebecca Fraley, Member,
a box lunch for an additional $10. ‘qcsmgﬁa&f’;ﬂﬂfgmmme

FEATURING: Display tables from UMM, Older Adult Ministries, Scouting Ministry, and Lay Servant Ministries.

I'he church 1s called to lead by our example within our lives, our institutions and by prophetic witness In
society. As one of three strategic goals adopted by our Annual Conference says, we a ed “to live out
the conviction that racism is incompatible with Christian teaching.” Gain a better understan

racism is and how it effects people of all races, but especially people of color. Learn how to beqin to

ding of what

identify, challenge and change values and attitudes in the local church as well as your community.

CHILDCARE AVAILABLE at no cost. Questions about registration?
Contact Laura Lopez at llopez@umcnic.org or 312-346-9766, ext. 724.




GC2020 Conversations Schedul

Mar k your calendars for "conversations'
( NI C) about what s expedt,ed2ot2d ti ak eMi
Mi nn. during Gener al Conference 2020
conversat i-lommst ead ebyot he NI C Expl oratior
wi th DCM/ Cabinet:

* Sunday, -Fpmm: Ri @weB Forest UMC

* Thursday, -5henb. Wodd@i Jge UMC

* Thursday -8phm: $8h@&@uimbur . Our Savi ou
* Sunday, Foepbm: 1Reoc@ f3or d: Chri st

More i nformation and rewiwstmahi onocagmc:t



http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001BPQ_HJX2nzcghBJcFEIcVHhuUnby4JcjTOyB2L8-e0CrtjgR0ciF-2MO9evYGsKJxvAN_faKZu-M0Jy9x0xpADQ8tFdeWWoiaRo6wy_OOY0mculn5wvsWBYJmf9c-R6enSzIoIbcx2F3x4Wp6r9NuqrtK-Xa1XZ2wArFGTAV80iVNYjva6NlHUoeCuQ31G5u&c=EyIoau--WUu9pjYarao_ESsZcVzQTg2R4
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Open Pantry Christmas Donations

Thank you to everyone in our church and community who helped support
the Open Pantry this Christmas season. Thank you to Kathy CIiff for bringir
the Open Pantry a check from La Dolce Vita for $600.00. We received food
and monetary gifts from Emmanuel Baptist, Old Quarry Middle School, Anni
Woytek, Michael & Rita Kuper, Jose
Johnson, Brady & Allycn Grevic, Lemont Lions Club, Joan Forzley, Sharon
Heslop, Leo & Virginia Cattoni, Martin Crehan, Steve, Jenna, Jeff and Lee
Walter, White Eagle Club, Gerald Cox, Bruce & Lynda Biwer, and Kensingtor
Estates.

A special thanks to St. Patods for

We are blessed!




Lemont Townshi

Thank you to everyone who took a
Wish Ornament to buy a child
a Christmas Present.
These children had a bright Christmas
because of you!

d Wish Ornament




Thank you

On December 10th, Lorraine Gerhart,,
spoke on 0Our Lost Heritage. o Ever
would love to see her back again.

Thank you to Richard Lee who planned this event!




Sympathy Notice

Gene Phill i ps
Apr i | 20e,c elndb4edr 23, 2019
x Eugene " Gene" S. Phillips,

Gene was a gradua
ity earning a bachel o

ag
ber 23, 20109. He was bor
949 to Stanley E. Phil | i
I ps t e
rsi r

<_

Gene worked in Logistics Management
with Tootsie Roll |l ndustries in 2013
survived by his two children, Stepha
preceded in death by his wife, Julie
Stanl ey E. Phillips and Stephanie No
humor, and excellent cooking will st
be missed. Services are being conduc

a sympathy card to Step

You may send
| l ey View Drive Lemont, | |

at 26 Va

MORT BENNETT

Mort passed away on December 24, 2019, at Holy Family Villa, Palos, IL.
He was a pianist at our church and is resting in peace and uniting with his famil




Billy Gene Sykes
January -Deceinbde 25, 2019

Bill was born on Januanmnd R&Enr ylo9
Sykes in Pyland, MS . Billy Gene
went to his heavenly home, Dece
M,/ A 1949 graduate of Houston High
M’V ,A/BI attended Hol mes Junior Col
earned hi siODBgrcéeliomsCi vil Engin

Mi ssi ssi ppi State University, Starksville
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Loose Change Sunday & Rainbow Covenant

HOW DOES ITWORK? Loose Change Sunday is designated as the FOURTH Sunday of ea
month. All loose change collected in the offering on those days will be donated to our Rain-
bow Covenant Charities. Even a small contribution can make a significant difference when it
Is combined with the contributions from other churches. Through the Rainbow Covenant,

our church provides monetary donations to pepproved charitable efforts throughout the
world. These charities are divided into six different categories, designated as different color
bands of the rainbow. Each month we will highlight one of these charities. If you would like
to make a larger donation to that specific cause, please use a pew envelope and write the
name of the charity on the outside. Any church that pays their full apportionment and con-
tributes to all six bands of the rainbow is designated as a Rainbow Covenant Church. LUMC
has proudly been a Rainbow Covenant Churc
trend going. Please look for more information on each of these important ministries through-
out the year and plan to drop your loose change in the offering plate on the fourth Sunday of

each month. Thank you!

Il f youdd | i ke to plan ahead, here are the

February 23, 2020 Blue BandJUST oDuPage
March 22, 202@ Green BandBethany Methodist Good Samaritan Fund
April 26, 20200 Purple BandmissionaryBetty Tshala in Zambia
Mayi Bi shopds Appeal
Caretakers of God's Creation
August 23, 202@ Red BandLiving Well with AIDS
September 27, 2020 Green BandMidwest Mission Distribution Center
UMCOR--Undesignated
November 22, 202® Blue BandMorningStar Mission

Decembed recap of all charities

FYI, Special Sundays are no longer considered part of the Rainbow Covenant but we still do
on some of these dalgiman Relations Day (1/19/20), Souper Bowl Sunday (2/02/20),
UMCOR Sunday (3/22/20), Peace w/ Justice Sunday (6/07/20),World Communion Sunday

(10/04/20), and UM Student Day (11/29/20)
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Thank You for Global Missionaries

Qur Mission offering for GIlobal Mi Ssi ol
1,446. 00!
Thank you for much for your donati ons!

of Gl obal Mi ni s tArhi e of am-YR&Re.vVKKywhe oyl C

Mi ssionaries to World Church Counci l | T
We wi | | send $946. 00 to 2 middle school
school !

Thank you so much for your donations!
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Thank you so much for yoodr exupprearetl yi 1 umyk ye
matter wher@am bBberdtopcome home to a suppor
without financi al support, I still feel t !
motivators in my |ife. | especially appreci
because of my studio cl asses. Because of
architecture building working on projects,
there to share with my friends during | at
Il nvol ved I al so really appreciate the|  sc
+supplies | need for my studio classes, a s
purchase new materials frequently, so havi
Thank you again wer ralclei vied , s nmppo atedlyi ngrtah
have such a | oving cobBmulny t§t aacadund me.



We would | i ke to exLpurM€sosr otuhre gcroaltlietguedies ctrhand ta r
you know Lino and | have all three of our K
happy and bl essed that they are very serious
wel | |, it is a huMpge afl iwaarsc ifeell to uthput .i f we sp!
they would take it morelesesapusbythnantd, wawekah
the church for givingot henlky dwi Islc hlot awishli phe
makes them feel | i ke the entlir'eschugréat sf pal
church and see so many <caring, friendly fac
extended support system. Thanks from the bot!

Lino & Donna Vazquez

|l would |Ii ke to thank the entire church a
al | of this pdsxilwlag sedehrelyeaerr.y appreci at
As | stand next to my fellow college stud
scholastic pursuits, | feel t he war mt h an
that means muchKnowimeg als hwevd .al | of that
through the stresses of being a coll ege s
Yours in Thanks,

Joshua Miller

Dear Church Family,

Thank you for the scholarship because it
to know that my church family supports my
Thank You,

Megan Cheehy

Mfhank you LUMC coll ege scholarship progr a
year . I have al ways appreciat ed @i hseo sfuoprptou
to have so many | oving and caring peopl e
experience.

Thank -Byroiunto CI i f f
Dear LUMC,

I want to thank everyone for all of the
LUMC has given me good structure and | ow
thankful to have received thé& svahdl dros siep
agai n.

Sincerely,
Jake Kirkman



Adult Sunday Scho

Immigration and the Bible is a guide for a radical welcome.
The bible was written by, for, and about migrants, immigrants,
refugees and asylum seekers. It gives directions for respondir
to sisters and brothers from around the world who come to a

land seeking safety, sanctuary and sustenance.

h

i :_'lli'll' for radical welcome

3¢
ol

Joan M. Maruskin

e D The Fox College student dental hygiene Clinic is open to
Fox [:u"ege the public. We offer dental services and specialty care for

DEﬂtiﬂ Hygiene Clinic patients of all ages. All services are performed by
students under the supervision of our licensed faculty

FOR ONLY $20 : "
o TeethCleaning Call to schedule your appointment !!!
o X-rays
Adults $20.00
Fox College Dental Hygiene Clinic Children $10.00 ages(3-10)

6640 S. Cicero
Bedford Park, IL 60638

. Please contact Shelby Fox
Tel: 708-444-4555 630 974-0363
E-mail: puribe@foxcollege.edu , Expect no less than 3 sessions
Thank You™

edominguez@foxcollege.edu,
mfenton@foxcollege.edu (please send to all three e-mails)



